
Review of worship at All Saints and Holy Saviour 
 
It is really good, since the easing of restrictions on worship, that we have been 
able to begin worship again in our churches since Easter Day. We have been 
able to hold a service every Sunday at All Saints and it is a joy to be together in 
our church buildings. As we come out of the restrictions which have been 
placed upon us, we have been cautious about relaunching all our services at 
this stage, and I believe this is the time to start reviewing our pattern of 
worship as we go forward, what we would like to keep and what we feel we 
can let go of, in order to make some space for some new things to attract some 
new and different people. We have been on quite a journey over the last 18 
months, and we can’t assume that everything will just pick up where we left off 
in March 2020.  
 
I would like to propose some alternatives for us to think about and I would very 
much appreciate your thoughts and constructive comments. We are very 
blessed to have a good team of stipendiary and retired clergy and licensed lay 
ministers who are willing to serve our parish and support the worship. It seems 
to me that it would be possible for there to be a different person/people 
leading and preaching at All Saints and at Holy Saviour on Sunday mornings. I 
know there has been a custom for the person preaching at All Saints to rush off 
to Holy Saviour for 11.00 am, but I wonder if this is really good practice, and I 
believe we could do this differently. This would mean that we could hold the 
services at slightly more convenient times for everyone. We could have a 
service at All Saints at 10.00 am which may be more convenient for families as 
well as the elderly. It would probably be more popular with baptism families 
with young children.  
At Holy Saviour, it would mean that we could begin worship at an earlier time 
of, say, 10.30 am and offer coffee after the service to encourage more 
fellowship, and still be able to get home in time for lunch.  
 
Evening Services 
I have not heard yet from the minister of Westbury Methodist church about 
any plans to re-start the joint evening service there at 6.00 pm. I wonder if we 
could work more collaboratively with the local ministers in the Westbury Area 
and offer a varied programme of worship in the afternoon or evening on some 
Sundays. It would be great if we could offer perhaps something more 
contemporary and lighter for younger people on one Sunday, with perhaps 
something for families in the afternoon (e.g. Messy or Lego church?) on 
another Sunday, and perhaps a more traditional BCP choral evensong on 
another Sunday?  It would be good to work together, and to be able to offer 
more variety later in the day. 
 



Early morning 8.00 am Holy Communion 
So far, no one has asked me when this might re-start. I wonder how many 
people out there would like it to re-start? I know a few of the regular 8.00 am 
congregation have switched to 9.30 am and others we have not seen. We have 
included an 8.00 am service on Sunday 26 September at All Saints, and I would 
be interested to hear from those who attend if once a month on the fourth 
Sunday when we intend to have Morning Praise (with Baptism) mid-morning, 
they would like a service on that Sunday?  
 
Café Church 
It is being arranged for Café Church to re-start at Westbury Junior school for 
the service on 10 October. The one on 12 September will take place on Zoom 
and that will be for the last time. We are grateful to Ashley for all his work on 
this, and look forward to re-starting in person again in October.  
 
Zoom church 
We are very grateful to all those who have maintained the service on Zoom 
over the last few months. As more people have returned to church, the 
numbers have declined and so we would like to propose that this is not re-
started after the summer break. It is possible to access many services which are 
live-streamed on the internet from all over the world. If you are unable to join 
us in church, then please access one of those. In due course, we are planning to 
obtain the equipment for live-streaming worship from All Saints. We are 
currently waiting for the approval of our faculty application before we can 
purchase the equipment.  
 
Mid-week Holy Communion 
I know there has been a long tradition of a service on Wednesday morning at 
10.30 am. During the time since I arrived and before the first lockdown, I 
noticed that there was some crossover between the families leaving First Steps 
for Worship and those arriving for 10.30 am. I know Sharon Jones is planning to 
restart First Steps at the beginning of October and I would really like us to be 
giving this group plenty of space and time for what they want to do, without 
being rushed out of church. I wonder if we might be able to offer a mid-week 
service on a different day, e.g. Thursday or at a different time perhaps, in the 
afternoon? We may consider seeing if we could have the service at Chantry 
Court sometimes to allow the residents to attend easily, and have coffee 
afterwards?  
 
Holy Saviour 
So far, at the time of writing, we have introduced two services a month at Holy 
Saviour, using the Westbury Leigh Community Hall to allow room for social 
distancing. The first Sunday will be a service of Morning Praise from 
September, and the fourth Sunday Holy Communion. We may have baptisms 



on the first Sunday of the month. I would be interested to know from Westbury 
Leigh people if they would like another service in the month, and if so which 
Sunday? We have to book to use the Community Hall and we have to book in 
plenty of time to be guaranteed the time.  
 
I look forward to hearing your comments. We may discuss this at our Away Day 
on 18th (see separate article). This will be considered by the PCC at our next 
meeting on 28 September, so please let us have them in good time. Any 
changes will be announced in church and in our newsletters, so please keep an 
eye on them. 
 
Rebecca Harris 


