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PARISH OF WESTBURY 

Meeting of Parishioners 

& 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

2020 
All Saints’ Church 

Sunday 18th October 10.30am 

Commencing with Holy Communion 

at 9.30am 
Meeting of Parishioners  
For all parishioners and members of the church electoral roll 
 

Agenda 

1. Election of 2 Church Wardens  
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
For clergy and members of the church electoral roll only 
 

Agenda 
1. Apologies 

 

2. Minutes of the previous Annual Parochial Church Minutes 
 

3. Receive the Electoral Roll Report 
 

4. Receive Annual Report  
 

5. Receive Financial Statements 
 

6. Receive the Fabric Report  
 

7. Receive the Deanery Synod Report 
 

8. Election of 3 Deanery Synod Representatives 
 

9. Election of 12 representatives to the Parochial Church Council 
 

10. Appointment of the Independent Examiner 
 

11. Appointment of sides people 
 

12. Receive supplementary reports 
 

13. Any Other Business 
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Minutes of the Parishioners of the Parish of All Saints Westbury 

& 

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of All Saints Westbury 

Sunday 28 April 2019 10.45am 
 

Chaired by John Adams, Lay Chair 

Minute secretary Beth Thomas 

The meeting opened at 10.45 with a prayer by Ashley Jones. 

 

MEETING OF THE PARISHIONERS 

1. Election of 2 Church Wardens 
Only one proposal had been received. This was for Beth Thomas, proposed by John Adams and seconded by Brian 
Osborne. As there were no other candidates Beth Thomas was elected by the members. 

John Adams thanked John Prince, not only for the last two years as Church Warden but his many years of service to 
All Saints in many capacities and presented a gift to John Prince on behalf of the congregation.  

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
1. Apologies 
The following people gave their apologies for the meeting:  
Gillian & David Bullock, Jean and Peter Jane, Brian Osborne, Sheila Miles, Liz & Nick Skinner, Joy Callaghan, Diane 
Perrett, Jordan Perrett, John and Mary Harris, Lynnette Weekly,  Davina Adams, Isabel Prior, Beryl Drake, Richard 
Payne, David Hann, David Bradshaw,  Anne Thompson 
 

2. Minutes of the previous Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
There were a number of errors and omissions in the minutes of the late APCM which took place in April 2018. This 
included a full list of sides people and PCC members.  
John Adams proposed that the minutes be accepted subject to the errors and omissions corrected. This proposal 
was seconded by Caroline Dunseath. This was accepted by the members of the Parish. 
The minutes will be re-circulated once they are corrected.  
 

3. Receive Annual Report 
The annual report and its format are set out in accordance with Charity Commission and Church regulations. 
 

4. Receive Financial Statements 
The financial statement had been independently examined by James Gare FCA.  
 

Keith Perrett queried the inclusion at page 5 of the parish administrator’s salary under “restricted funds” rather than 
general funds and that the deficit as a result should be £7,031 not £1,788 as stated.  John Adams and Keith Harvey 
had queried this with Mr Gare already and he was satisfied that this was correct. John Prince noted that the cost of 
the parish administrator is shared with Dilton Marsh and that the money was taken from the general fund and not 
restricted funds and agreed that this is ‘designated’ rather than ‘restricted’ funds. John Adams suggested that he, 
Keith Harvey and Keith Perrett met with James Gare to discuss this further.  
 

John Adams proposed that the Annual Report and the Financial Statement that (subject to Keith Perrett’s concerns 
being addressed) be accepted by the parishioners. This proposal was seconded by Wendy Wood. This was approved 
by the meeting with 2 voting against the proposal.  
The Financial Statement will be re-circulated after these discussions reflecting any changes made.  
 

Wendy Wood noted that a large sum was received in 2018 for fees but in 2019 there were no weddings booked into 
All Saints’. This would leave a substantial deficit in the income for this year. Caroline Dunseath queried whether the 
reduction in office open hours to just Monday and Friday afternoons meant that potential wedding couples were 
unable to contact the Church. John Adams noted this and would refer to the PCC for further discussion.  
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Revd Melanie Otto asked about the reduction in the Marlborough Fund during 2018. This was due to the substantial 
works required on the Tower in 2018. Some income will be received for VAT repayment. However, the Marlborough 
Fund is now significantly depleted.  
 

John Adams thanked Keith Harvey for carrying out the work of Treasurer particularly as he is not a regular attender 
at church.  
 

5. Receive the Fabric Report 
No further comments 
 

6. Receive the Electoral Roll Report 
This year a complete new revision of the Electoral Roll was carried out. The roll stands at 111 a reduction of about 30 
people due to deaths, moving away from the town and not reapplying to join the Roll. This is a trend across the 
Diocese and England as a whole.  
John Adams thanked Debbie McEntee for her hard work in managing the revision of the Electoral Roll.  
 

7. Receive the Deanery Synod Report 
No further comments 
The three above reports were all included in the report circulated in advance of the meeting.  
 

Michael Randall proposed that these all be approved by the meeting. This proposal was seconded by Ashley Jones 
and accepted by all members.  
 

8. Election of 12 representatives to the Parochial Church Council 
The following people were nominated as Lay Members of the PCC for 2019 – 20. 
 

Name Proposer Seconder 

Deborah McEntee Helena Whatley Diane Perrett 

Sharon Jones Beth Thomas John Adams 

Lily Munday John Adams Bill Clarke 

Ruth Hann Wendy Wood Lois Wright 

Hilary Price Ruth Hann Sue Newell 

Mavis Payne Myra Bradshaw Pam Clarke 

Brian Osborne Wendy Wood David Bullock 

Beth Thomas Church Warden Ex-officio 

Ashley Jones LLM Ex-officio 

Graham Stevensen LLM Ex-officio 

Sheila Miles Deanery Synod Rep Ex-officio 

John Adams Deanery Synod Rep Ex-officio 

 

9. Appointment of Sides people 
Sides people for 2019 – 20 
ALL SAINTS     HOLY SAVIOUR 
Gillian Bullock     John Adams 
Mary Harris     Adrian Bass 
John Harris     Bill Clark 
Debbie McEntee    Pam Clark 
Hilary Price 
Judith Newton 
Jean Jane 
Brian Osborne 
Isabel Osborne 
Dot Wheeler 
Beth Thomas 
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Debbie McEntee proposed that all these people be re-elected. This proposal was seconded by Jacky Prince and 
unanimously approved by the members.  
 

Appointment of the Independent Examiner 
John Adams proposed that James Gare FCA be reappointed as Independent Examiner and this proposal was 
seconded by Ashley Jones. The members unanimously approved.  
 

Receive supplementary reports 
These had been circulated in advance of the meeting. There were additional comments on:  
 

First Steps to Worship 
It was noted that in 2020 First Steps to Worship will be celebrating 30 years of ministry. Sharon Jones, Peter Jane, 
Jean Jane and Hilary Price were all thanked for their service in this ministry. 
 

Cafe Church  
This ministry continues and Ashley and Sharon Jones were thanked for leading this area and for those people who 
regularly help them.  
 

Ministry of Service  
Many people worked behind the scenes to make the Church clean and tidy and for flower arrangements etc. John 
Adams expressed his thanks to all these people for their work on behalf of the congregation.  

Mothers’ Union 
The MU do a variety of very important work across the Town particularly in Matravers School with the Virtual Baby 
project and supporting the new Little Saints’ initiative. 
 
Bell Ringers 
This is a very important part of our outreach as the bells are heard all over town and even as far as Dilton Marsh(!). 
There is no report from the Bell Ringers, and it was suggested that they should be approached for next year’s report. 
The parishioners were very appreciative of the work of the bell ringing team.  
 
Clergy Report (Revd C Husband) 
Revd Caroline reflected on 2018 and looked forward to 2019. She noted that she has been in post for just over 1 year 
and has now seen the White Horse Team through a whole year and has a better idea of everything runs now.  
In many ways 2018 was a difficult year with continuing financial difficulties, several long-standing members of the 
congregation passing away and the news that Rhona would be leaving us.  

However, there was also good news with the Team Day in September which showed that there was a desire for the 
two congregations to get to know each other better and to work closer together. A small Team Communications 
group has started to meet and has produced newsletters to keep everyone posted of the work happening across the 
Team. Communication is often commented on, but this is a two-way process and we all need to be more proactive in 
communicating. Caroline welcomes reminders of conversations as these can be forgotten amongst all the other 
things happening.  

Other positive actions are the training of 6 new LPAs across the team. They were commissioned in February 2019. 
Little Saints’ began in 2019 is already going well but needs new leaders to help.  
 

Caroline was charged with outreach for the under 50s in the Team and she is finding out who we already have 
contact with to do this. One area is Baptism. All Saints’ has many baptisms which is encouraging. The LPAs who were 
undertaking Baptism preparation met with Caroline to review what they do, what works well and what they could do 
better. As a result of this they are changing the way that baptism preparation is carried out including new get 
togethers for new families preparing for baptism. This is an opportunity for them to get know each other and to 
build a community. It is best practice now to ensure that baptisms take place at main services so that they are 
properly welcomed into the community, but our services can be a barrier which is why the Morning Praise has been 
introduced on the 4th Sunday in the month.  
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Caroline would like to know more about Café Church which so far, she hasn’t been able to engage with very much as 
this is a way of extending the range of services we offer and encourage more families to join us. She also wondered 
whether there was space for more study groups to meet.  
 

Caroline asked us to trust in God in the face of the storms of life and pull together as one team, particularly during 
the vacancy. We are lucky to have Graham and Rev Helen Stevensen join us this year and there is the possibility of 
two interns joining us in September subject to a second set of lodgings being found. The LPAs will become more 
confident in their ministry and there will be plenty of opportunities to meet with people inside and outside of the 
church community.  
 
Any other business 
Christmas Tree Festival  
Sharon Jones asked that the Christmas Tree Festival organisers be thanked for all their hard work. 
 
John Adams closed the meeting by thanking Revd Caroline Husband and Revd Melanie Otto and for the retired clergy 
Revd David Hart, Revd Margaret Davies and Revd Russell Chamberlain who supported them. John noted that it is 
very hard to remember everyone who is involved behind the scenes supporting the work of our community. 
Everyone’s contribution is important, and we are very grateful for their hard work.  
 
Meeting closed with the Grace led by Revd Caroline Husband 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REPORTS FOR 2019 

 

FABRIC AND INVENTORY REPORT 

There were no major works during 2019. During 2019 the works in the Tower were finalised and the last payment 
made to the contractor.  

The ringing chamber redecoration works were completed. The electrical safety checks were completed. The roof 
alarm was serviced.  

The fabric of Holy Saviour Church is the responsibility of the Westbury Leigh Community Hall committee. During 
2019, the Lease was renewed for a further 25 years, skilfully handled by John Adams on behalf of the PCC.  

Westbury Parish Hall continues to be of concern as major works are required to bring it up to modern standards and 
to be able to make the best use of this resource for the congregation and wider community of Westbury.  

There are no changes to the Church Inventory.  

There is currently no Fabric Committee and it would be helpful to re-establish this group. The PCC thank the 
numerous people who assist in the day to day care of the fabric by checking gutters, changing lightbulbs and 
generally assist with ensuring that our beautiful Church is maintained and welcoming for all.  

Beth Thomas 

HEYTESBURY DEANERY SYNOD 

There were three meetings of the Deanery Synod, all of which were attended by representatives from the Parish. 

At the Deanery Synod meeting in early February, the key speaker was Janet Smith the Diocesan Minister for 
Energising Local Ministry. There was also an interesting presentation on Growing Community in New Housing Estates 
which is an outreach ministry initiative supported by Christ Church Warminster. 

The second meeting of 2019 was held in mid-May and the keynote address was given by the Rev. Carol Wilson-
Barker on Funeral Ministry and the opportunities this brings for pastoral engagement with individuals and the 
community. 

The third meeting was held in October at Dilton Marsh and the keynote speaker was the Rev. Caroline Husband who 
spoke about her sense of calling which led her into district nursing and then into fulltime parish ministry. 

At each Deanery Synod meeting a helpful update is provided on the Deanery’s Maridi (Sudan) Link. 

John Adams stood down from the Deanery Mission and Pastoral Committee and Deanery Synod in September 2019. 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Since our last APCM, held on the 28th April 2019, the PCC have met 6 times. During the year John Adams and Sheila 
Miles have stepped down from the PCC and their positions as Deanery Synod Representatives. We thank them for 
their hard work during their time on the PCC. 

Beth Thomas (Churchwarden) was elected as Vice-Chair and Debbie McEntee was elected as Minutes Secretary. Iain 
Brownlie was co-opted on to the PCC and Mavis Payne also joined the PCC and we welcomed them both. 

The meetings have been well attended; with debates, opinions and different points of view contributing to the 
meetings. 

We also welcomed Rebecca Harris to the Parish on the 5th February and she has attended the most recent meeting 
on the 25th March. 

From May 2019 to April 2020 we have discussed: - 

1. Safeguarding 

2. Tower Safety Rails 

3. Westbury Leigh Hall Lease 

4. Little Saints Toddler Group 

5. Risk Assessments/Policy Reviews 

6. Denys Le Fèvre’s Art Exhibition 

7. Fundraising/Social Events 

8. Deanery Synod Representatives 

9. Licence Renewal for Holy Sacrament 

10. Rector Vacancy/Appointment 

11. Internship 

Debbie McEntee 

ELECTORAL ROLL REPORT  

Since the APCM meeting in April 2019 we had 111 people on the roll. This year (2020) was just a revision of the 
Electoral Roll. We added 1 new member and 2 members were removed from the roll during this year due to deaths. 
We now have 110 people on the roll as at the 12th April 2020. 

Debbie McEntee – Electoral Roll Officer 

FIRST STEPS TO WORSHIP 

First Steps continues to thrive. We have 15 families on the books with generally around eight families attending each 
week depending on nap times and illness. We will be celebrating our 30th Birthday in May this year with a weekend 
of celebrations. A reunion party on Saturday 23rd in the evening and celebration service followed by a bring and 
share lunch on Sunday 24th.  
 

Once a month we have our First Steps the After Party meeting in the Dance craft Studio in Westbury Market Place in 
what was the old bookshop. This has proved popular with the families who like the chance to chat for longer and 
forge friendships and support each other. 

Thank you to Jean and Peter Jane and Hilary Price for their continued support 

Sharon Jones 

WESTBURY JUNIOR SCHOOL CAFE CHURCH 

Since the last APCM Café Church has met regularly throughout the year (excluding the August holidays) celebrating 
its 4th birthday in February this year. 

Our community has grown so that an average of 20-21 people (including 4-6 young people) each month meet to 
share breakfast, to worship, to pray, to examine the Christian faith in an interactive, informal manner. 

Our focus over the last few months has been on building a sense of community: 
 

- Within Café Church, 
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After Christmas Café Church in December 21 of us had Christmas Lunch at the Railway Inn on Station Road. It was a 
time of real fellowship and as the Irish would say great “craic”. This was repeated in March and again a great success. 
We also allow more time at the beginning of our time together to eat breakfast and to just ‘meet’.  

For the act of remembrance one family offered to help live stream the two minute silence from the Cenotaph. It was 
great to see members within the Café Church community offering to help unasked. Two teenage members read the 
British Legion Prayer and the Kohima Epitaph.  

Others have helped with our Scalextric days and supporting wider church events. 
 

- Within the Wider White Horse Team 

In November we opened our time of remembrance to older members of All Saints congregation, who might not 
want to stand in the cold (or in the rain if the weather was bad) at the town memorial service -One member from All 
Saints congregation was grateful and did come. Others said they were grateful of the offer and would avail 
themselves of it in future if the weather was inclement. 
 

- In the Wider Community 

We are also looking at ways to work more closely with school and build bridges with the school community e.g. 
inviting the prayer council to do our intercessions. This is a long term project but one we are committed to. 
 

For the next PCC I will be preparing a costed proposal for a new screen and new banners using some of the money 
from the Aldhelm Fund. This was given to us to develop such outreach as Café Church. PCC has already approved the 
expenditure for a screen, but this needs to be updated. The Banners will help raise our presence on a Sunday in the 
local area around the school and also within the school i.e. showing the way into Café Church at the school and 
within the school. 

Ashley Jones 

SILENT PRAYER 

Each Sunday evening a small group continues to gather in All Saints’ at 7.15pm for half an hour together in prayerful 
silence. As usual it has met in winter in the warmth of the Treasury, and in the rest of the year in the chapel of the 
Holy Name.  

Over the last year the group has continued to number six at full strength, and for several of the group this is their 
church attendance of choice each Sunday. 

In the presence of the light of a tall pillar candle we remain in silence for a time whose start and finish are prompted 
by the sound of a Singing Bowl. We do not share thoughts of our experience, but for myself the thoughts of Thomas 
Keating encourage me: he describes what happens in stillness and in silence before God, in unworded presence, as 
divine therapy. Anyone who would like to join us is welcome – just turn up. 

Lynette Weekley 

WESTBURY PRAYER NETWORK 

The telephone number of Lynette Weekley continues to appear in the weekly church leaflet offering access to a 
group of individuals committed to offering prayer support when/where it is requested. Such requests are treated as 
confidential, and the prayer offered in response becomes part of the Church’s ongoing ministry of intercession. The 
team of those committed to this work is not large and has naturally diminished over time as folk have died; please 
get in touch with me if you feel that God is calling you to offer this service of prayer. How/in what form you pray 
would be up to you. 

If you are tempted to wonder why we should offer prayers for people/ 

situations that God must already know and care about, I offer you words of encouragement from John Pritchard 
(former Bishop of Oxford): prayer is our way of laying hold of God’s willingness, not overcoming his reluctance.  

Lynette Weekley 

FULLY ALIVE GROUP  

At the start of 2019 the Fully Alive Group had eight members and met fortnightly at Crosspoint from 2.30 to 4.00 pm. 
The Group was originally started by the Rev. Jonathan Burke 9 years ago and its purpose was to read books written 
by theologians for discussion at our meetings, one chapter at a time, in order to explore and further our 
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understanding of our faith. Initially, the meetings were always attended by a member of the clergy, but this has not 
been the case for many years. 

In May 2019 the Group ran a Coffee Morning to raise funds for the Parish. We also ran a Quiet Day led by Rev. Selina 
Deacon which was attended by around 18 people from across the parish. It was held at All Saints Church and in quiet 
times between sessions attendees could sit in Victoria Garden if they wished and John Prince also very kindly 
allowed us the use of his garden. 

In July 2019 Crosspoint decided that they wished to expand their services and asked us to relinquish our Friday 
afternoon slot. We explored various options and were mindful of the fact that the new venue needed to be 
accessible for disabled people to comply with C of E regulations. 

Unfortunately, the Parish Hall is booked out every day and we were disappointed that we were not allowed to use 
the Parish Office on a Thursday afternoon. We therefore had no option but to disband. However, the Group had 
already booked a retreat to Hilfield Friary for 12 – 15th May 2020 and this will be going ahead.   

Daphne Blake 

EXPLORING THE BIBLE GROUP 

This group was established with the purpose of ‘what it says on the tin’: TO GO EXPLORING IN THE BIBLE and find 
new and unexpected insights to bring to our understanding of God’s word. The group meets at Crosspoint in the 
Market Place on Monday evenings at 7.30pm Some members have commitments that keep them elsewhere on a 
Monday evening, but we usually number seven or eight, and share the leadership role in turn, supported by 
reference to available commentaries. Standard procedure is to read a chosen book of the Bible, reading round the 
group, each member reading from their Bible version of choice, with a lively sharing of reactions and discoveries 
along the way. 

When we came back to our usual routine after making way for a 2019 Lent Course – see last year’s report - we 
decided to embark on the book of Revelation; not a decision to be made lightly! This choice engaged us at many 
levels through May, June and July, and, after a summer break, until a brief look at the book of Daniel in early 
November. “…increasingly, scholars are looking at Revelation as a Jewish text that reveals a heavenly Christ rather 
than a Christian text with Jewish attributes”, to quote a reference book drawn appropriately from the library left by 
Daphne Goodwin, the ‘founder’ of this group. 

Early in November last year, we changed ourselves again into an Advent Group, using York Courses’ 4 session 
Advent Course for 2019, ‘Who are we praying to?’  

After a break to allow for all the commitments of time that come with Christmas, in the new year we returned again 
to our current study, Isaiah, joyfully picking up at Chapter 40: ‘Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people.’ 

By the time of the 2020 APCM we shall have followed the York Courses’ 2020 Lent Course, ‘Superstar’. 

Anyone inclined to join the group is welcome: for more information ring Lynette Weekley (01373 858361).  

Lynette Weekley 

MINISTRY OF SERVICE 
The ministry of service covers all the everyday necessities for the welcome in church and in preparing for worship 
week by week. Small teams staffed by dedicated people from the congregations ensure that linen is washed, the 
church is cleaned, the sacred vessels are polished and that refreshments are available. 

The Sacristy team lost Liz Gray, a much loved member, who is remembered fondly. Her place has been taken by Liz 
Atchison. During the year there has been other illness within the team and this has meant extra work for the 
remaining members. 

The cleaning team remains with almost the same people as when the team began working in this way nearly twenty 
years ago. Christmas continues to be a difficult time to keep the church as it should be with schools and nursery 
schools coming for their Christmas events. Extra help during this period would be appreciated. 

Small groups of people met in the Churchyard five times during the summer to weed and prune and generally tidy 
the gardens and edges. Always happy occasions and it is intended to continue these sessions in 2020. 

Requests for refreshments are met whether it is for teas and coffees after a service, for the lunchtime concerts 
during the Westbury Festival, training sessions, or simply to prop up the flower arrangers as they prepare for the big 
festivals. Hilary Wynn maintains the stocks and generally ensures that everything is in order and a faithful team of 
volunteers make tea and coffee after the 9.30 Sunday service. 

Thanks must go to all those who contribute to these ministries. 
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Agnes Capes (Sacristy team). Lois Wright (Cleaning team) 
Hilary Wynn (Refreshments). Wendy Wood (Gardening) 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 

In 2019 the theme for the year was “Listen, observe and act in step with God” (MULOA). At our February meeting we 
were pleased to hear from our Diocesan President, Rosie Stiven how we might carry out this theme. She encouraged 
us to pray and act. A surprise guest on that day was Bishop Moses from South Sudan who was spending the day in 
Westbury.  

During the year we have had some captivating speakers. These included Steve Lloyd who engaged us with his talk 
about Operation Christmas Child, Rev. Margaret Davies who calmed us with two stilling sessions, Tina Pagett who 
gave us an insight into Fairfield College and Rev. Jane Shaw who showed us a video of her visits to South Sudan. We 
were very grateful for the support from the congregation towards the Holiday at Sidmouth and the Refuge.  

At Easter we were delighted to have a new MU noticeboard within church to publicise our projects and events. Two 
projects we have undertaken are to knit blankets for the maternity unit at Salisbury Hospital and to provide items for 
new mums. 

We have also enjoyed some social occasions, our Spring Lunch and the Summer Tea Party. We continue to send 
cards on the anniversaries of baptisms and help at First Steps. 

In March it was lovely to admit Vera Bishop as a member of our branch. Throughout the year we have had some 
thoughtful services at All Saints and at Salisbury Cathedral. In November we were glad to welcome Rev. Caroline 
Husband who spoke at our Patronal Festival. We would like to thank all the clergy for their prayers and support 
throughout the year. 

Jean Jane 

OPEN CHURCH 

The comments in the visitor book show how much this ministry is appreciated by people from all over the world. We 
had a spell of trouble at the beginning of the summer but with the cooperation of the Wiltshire Police this was dealt 
with satisfactorily and the CCTV proved very useful in identifying the culprits.  

Thank you to the faithful team who come out in all weathers to open and close the church. They all deserve our 
heartfelt thanks.  During 2019 Agnes Capes stepped down from coordinating the open church rota. Thank you to 
Agnes for her hard work and passion in setting up Open Church. 

Beth Thomas 

QUIET GARDEN 

Quiet Garden Days continued from April to October at the Allium Quiet Garden, Church View, Churchyard with 
attendance between 13 and 7. We are open to everyone on the second Tuesday of the month between 10.15 and 
4.30, starting with coffee and then a short reflection before spending quiet time in the garden, All Saints’ Church or 
Victoria Garden (several indoor spaces if wet). A pause for you to eat your packed lunch and repeat the process in 
the afternoon. Then tea and cake and back to the busyness of normal life. Do come along and enjoy a time of peace 
and quiet.  

John Prince 

BELL RINGING TEAM  

We started the year with 11 ringers but lost Thea, who moved to Cyprus with her job; Jasmin, who found our bells 
too heavy; and Pam and Sara for medical reasons. As a result we have been unable to ring 8 bells on Sundays and 
were unable to raise a band on New Year’s Eve for the first time that I can remember. 

We hope that both Pam and Sara will soon be able to return to ringing and boost our team. 

Peter Baker 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL  

The Christmas Tree Festival took place between Friday 29th November and Monday 2nd December to coincide with 
the Westbury Town Council event. It was opened on the Friday evening by the Archdeacon the Venerable Alan Jeans 
when entertainment was provided by Bitham Brook, Westbury Leigh, Westbury Junior and Matravers schools and 
Dance Craft. Further entertainment during the weekend came from Bratton Band, Hilperton Recorder Group, Penny 
and her bagpipes, the Adult Ukulele Band and members of the Church. Stories in The Stable were appreciated by 
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younger children with their parents. The Christingle Service, which was very well attended, took place on the Sunday 
afternoon. The event finished on the Monday with the Rotary Carol Service. The experiment of opening on the 
Monday afternoon was well worth the effort and will be repeated in future years.  

Fifty one trees were sponsored and decorated by a wide range of groups/business from around the town, the 
highest number for several years. It is planned to increase the number of trees again this year as several people were 
unable to join in.  

This event is a team effort and would not be successful without volunteers willing to work with the Committee. 
Grateful thanks go to all those people from the Church and the Rotary who gave up some time to help make the 
event a success. This is a big occasion for outreach, when we welcome many visitors into our beautiful church 
building. We always receive many positive comments including our use of natural Christmas trees. 

The amount raised from the event after expenses were paid was over £2,400. 

The 2020 festival will take place between Friday 4th and Monday 7th December. Any ideas and offers of help would 
be welcome. Please see any member of the clergy, Church Warden or the committee, Ruth Hann, Sharon Jones, 
Debbie McEntee, Brian Osborne and Lynne Vercoe or myself. 

David Bullock 

ALL SAINTS CHOIR 

It has been another eventful year for the choir we have seen our numbers rise during the year and we welcome 
Connie to the choir. We have been very fortunate in having Rob Danter as our organist and choir master. He has 
enriched our lives with new music and written a new Communion Setting for us to sing during Communion services. 
We have also enjoyed the company of other singers who joined us for our town Carol service which was well 
attended and enjoyed by all. Our Advent service at Old Dilton was a first for Rob who played the Keyboard for us at 
the service this was also a great success as the music was carefully chosen for the choir and congregational singing. 

We continue to practice once a week on Thursday evenings from 7.30pm in All Saints Church. If you enjoy singing a 
variety of music and feel you would like to come along you would be made to feel very welcome, you do not have to 
read music to join us but it does help. We do not ask you to attend every service. We are available to sing at 
weddings and funerals if requested. 

Ruth Hann 


