
 

 

Collect 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with 

the gift of faith, revive your 

Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the 

earth, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Psalm 104. 26-36 

There the ships go to and fro, 

and Leviathan, which you 

formed to frolic there. All 

creatures look to you to give 

them their food at the proper 

time. When you give it to 

them, they gather it up; 

when you open your hand, 

they are satisfied with good 

things. When you hide your 

face, they are terrified; 

when you take away their 

breath, they die and return to 

the dust. When you send your 

Spirit, they are created, and 

you renew the face of the 

ground. May the glory of the 

LORD endure forever; may the 

LORD rejoice in his works— 

he who looks at the earth, and 

it trembles, who touches the 

mountains, and they smoke. 

I will sing to the LORD all my 

life; I will sing praise to my 

God as long as I live. May my 

meditation be pleasing to him, 

as I rejoice in the LORD. But 

may sinners vanish from the 

earth and the wicked be no 

more. Praise the LORD, my 

soul. Praise the LORD.  
 

Reading: Acts 2 1-21 

When the day of Pentecost 

came, they were all together in 

one place. Suddenly a sound 

like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where 

they were sitting. They saw 

what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came 

to rest on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them. Now there were 

staying in Jerusalem God-

fearing Jews from every nation  

under heaven. 

 

 

 

When they heard this sound, a 

crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each 

one heard their own language 

being spoken. Utterly amazed, 

they asked: “Aren’t all these 

who are speaking Galileans? 

Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native 

language? Parthians, Medes 

and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya near 

Cyrene; visitors from Rome 

(both Jews and converts to 

Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—

we hear them declaring the 

wonders of God in our own 

tongues!” Amazed and 

perplexed, they asked one 

another, “What does this 

mean?”  Some, however, made 

fun of them and said, “They 

have had too much wine.” 

 

Then Peter stood up with the 

Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: “Fellow 

Jews and all of you who live in 

Jerusalem, let me explain this 

to you; listen carefully to what 

I say. These people are not 

drunk, as you suppose. It’s 

only nine in the morning! No, 

this is what was spoken by the 

prophet Joel: “‘In the last 

days, God says, I will pour out 

my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your young men will 

see visions, your old men will 

dream dreams. Even on my 

servants, both men and 

women, I will pour out my 

Spirit in those days, and they 

will prophesy. I will show 

wonders in the heavens above 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood and fire and billows of 

smoke. The sun will be turned 

to darkness and the moon to 

blood before the coming of the 

great and glorious day of the 

Lord. And everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel: John 7. 37-39 

On the last and greatest day  

of the festival, Jesus stood and 

said in a loud voice, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to 

me and drink. Whoever 

believes in me, as Scripture 

has said, rivers of living water 

will flow from within them.”[a] 

By this he meant the Spirit, 

whom those who believed in 

him were later to receive. Up 

to that time the Spirit had not 

been given, since Jesus had 

not yet been glorified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for Day of Pentecost – 31st May 2020 

 

 

 

All readings are taken from NRSV 
Readings for next Sunday  
 
Psalm 8 

Reading: Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-end 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 

 

  

  
Please join us with your created 
makes for our special service 
celebrating Pentecost. As it is 
Pentecost, you are invited to 

wear something red. Many people 

consider this to be the birthday of 
the Church -locally we celebrate 
more the patronal festivals, 
however, let us join together to 
celebrate the Church 
remembering that it is Christ's 

church, we are called to be the 
Body of Christ, and it is Christ 
whom we serve. 
For those who are unable to join 
the services on a computer, 
tablet or Ipad you can now join 
services by phone only. Ring 

between 9.50 and 10.00am on 
Sunday 31st May to join the 

Service.  
1. Dial 0203 051 2874 or 0203 

481 5237 or 0203 481 5240  
You will be prompted to enter the 

meeting ID – this week it will be 
846 8892 7398 followed by #. 
You will be prompted to enter 
your unique participant ID. This is 
not required so Press # to skip. 
You will then be asked to enter 
the password. This week it is 

765432 followed by # 
You will then be connected to the 
service and will be able to hear 
Caroline who will be hosting the 
service this week. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7.+37-39&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26367a
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362373-What-is-a-Meeting-ID-


 

 

 

This Sunday we are celebrating a special day – 

Pentecost. It is described in Acts 2. The day that 

the Disciples finally met with the one Jesus 

promised them would come. This takes place 

after what can only be described a momentous 

time in the disciples’ lives – or to be accurate a 

whole list of momentous events.  They had each 

met with this wonderful person, Jesus, and had 

been so inspired, so amazed that they had left 

their lives to follow him. They had travelled, 

listening to his teaching that was so different to 

what they knew. They had watched how he led 

his life – living out what he said. He had told 

them the most important things were to love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul and with all your mind and love your 

neighbour as yourself.  

Then it all seemed to go wrong. Jesus was 

arrested, tried and crucified. The disciples fled – 

terrified, maybe some of them feared they had 

got it wrong. 

Then it got even stranger when Jesus was raised 

from the dead. Terrified the disciples met 

together in a locked room, and Jesus appeared to 

them. In Acts it tells us Jesus appeared to them 

over a period of 40 days and spoke to them 

about the kingdom of God. In Luke it says “he 

opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures”. Jesus then said “I am going to send 

you what my Father has promised, but stay in 

the city until you have been clothed with power 

from on high.” Then he left them to go up into 

heaven – which we celebrate on Ascension Day 

which this year was Thursday 21st May.  

Now 10 days later they are back together in a 

room. Praying and waiting. Suddenly a sound of 

a violent wind came from heaven and tongues of 

fire came to rest on all of them. Then as the 

Message says “Like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit 

spread through their ranks, and they started 

speaking in a number of different languages as 

the Spirit prompted them.” 

This is strange in itself – but it did not stop there. 

Other people hear them, people from many 

different countries, speaking different languages, 

suddenly hear their own language being spoken. 

The twelve stand up, they recognise that what 

has happened to them is what Jesus promised, 

they have been clothed with power from high. 

Peter begins to speak about Jesus, he is Lord and 

Christ. In Acts 2 verse 38 he says “repent and be 

baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 

promise is for you and your children and for all 

who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God 

will call” 

 

 

 

 

So, Jesus died, was resurrected and ascended 

into heaven, and now the Holy Spirit has filled his 

followers – with the promise that it is available 

for us all, the disciples, those in that crowd over 

2000 years ago and all of us today. 

Being filled with the Holy Spirit gave the disciples 

at that moment what they needed to carry out the 

plan God had for them. It also gave them the 

strength, the courage as well as the words needed 

to speak out. By welcoming the Holy Spirit the 

disciples were changed. We can read about what 

Peter and other Disciples did after this in Acts, how 

they changed the World.  

In Galatians we can read about the fruits, or 

external evidence, of the Spirit in us – love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-

fulness, gentleness and self-control.  It can also 

give us courage and strength, as well as the gifts 

we need to step out to do what God asks of us.  

This is not a onetime offer – in fact we are 

encouraged to continually ask to be filled. Again, 

and again and again.  

At this moment in time, we are waiting to see 

what happens next. Just like the disciples, many 

of the things we built our lives upon may be 

gone, maybe they will come back, maybe they 

won’t.  

The way I used to deal with stress in my life was 

by being busy – spending time with people I 

love, going to shows or the cinema, having a 

laugh. Having hugs. Smiling at people and 

getting smiles back. Hugging on zoom is not that 

great! 

I don’t know what is going to happen next. But I 

do know that I have a God who loves me, and I 

can ask again and again to be refilled with the 

Holy Spirit  so that I am never alone, and can 

have what I need to do what he asks of me day 

by day – whatever that day looks like.  

It was not just external rushing of wind and 

flames of fire, the disciples were changed inside 

as well. We too can ask God to fill us with the 

Holy Spirit, and can expect God to do signs and 

wonders, to change us, so that we can serve him 

and never be alone.                            

Susan Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection for Day of Pentecost – 31st May 2020 

 

 

 

In celebration of the birth of the church, and the 
release of the Holy Spirit into the streets, I would like 
to invite you to ‘do’ something creative…this might be 
using words / images / sculpture / craft - please use 
the skills and interests you have to create something 

depicting Pentecost. 
During the service I will ask you to hold up your 

creation and bless them – We can’t do displays in 
church at the moment but we can celebrate together 
physically via zoom or spiritually through prayer on 
Sunday 31st May at 10 am. 
                                           Rev'd Caroline Husband  

 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DAILY HOPE 

The free national phone line launched by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury is avaiable 24 hours a 
day on 0800 8048044  Daily Hope offers music, 

prayer and reflections as well as full worship 
services from the Church of England at the end of 
a telephone phone line and has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church 
services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

Morning Prayer - Open to all 
The WH Team Clergy would like to invite you to 

join them in Morning Prayer each Wednesday at 

9am. The waiting room will be open from 

8.50am.  We will start promptly at 9am finishing 

by 9.45am. This will be a regular occurrence 

therefore keeping the same joining details each 

week. Telephone users join as above but using 

these numbers 

Meeting ID: 868 9202 4324

Password: Devotion 
 
 

The church may be closed but we will still need to 
pay our Parish Share, utilities and insurance 
expenses as well as other unavoidable costs.  

Please continue to make your offering as 
usual. 

Thank you for your continued support 

 

 

Bring your own coffee, or tea, and cake.  

Meeting ID: 872 9260 6606 

Password: fellowship 

 

 
Rev’d Caroline Husband                     

invites you to a Zoom   

coffee morning on Tuesday 

at 11 o’clock 

Westbury Area Churches Together 
Service for Pentecost 

 
 

The Westbury Area Ministers have arranged a 

special service for Pentecost this Sunday when 

we would normally have had a service in the 

Market Place. The service will start at 7.00 pm 

but the meeting room will be open from 6.45 

pm. As it is Pentecost, you are invited to wear 

something red.  

Please would you let people know around the 

town what we are doing? The service will be put 

out live on YouTube and also recorded and 

available on YouTube later at: 

https://youtu.be/i2-rC5qYePc.   

The telephone numbers are the same as the 

Sunday service, but using the ID meeting no 

and password below, so people can join us on a 

landline as well. Look forward to seeing you all 

there and to worshipping together. We hope 

that many will join us from around the town. 
 

Meeting ID: 869 3497 2775  

Password: 481024 [ if using landline] 

Password: WACT [ if using mobile, tablet or       

                            computer] 

 

Dear Friends, 

It has now been approximately 9 weeks since we began 
the lockdown and restricted movements locally, 
nationally, and even globally. The things we had so often 

taken for granted were suddenly beyond our control and 
reach. One of the things I have missed most was a 

planned visit from my son and so haven’t seen him since 
Christmas -which just seems like such an age away. 
Even as I think about my own physical family my 
thoughts also go to the church family, there are several 
members whom I haven’t seen for a couple of months 
and I am really missing you! We have spoken on the 
phone once or twice but it’s not quite the same as seeing 

someone face to face. 

Even as I contemplate the hardship I must endure I am 
aware that many people in this village/town, in this 
country and across the world all have it far more difficult 

than me. I have the luxury of a home, a garden, fresh 
running water, I can go for long country walks…so many 

people do not even have hand-washing facilities or must 
share toilets with hundreds of others. We do not see so 
much reported from the refugee camps at the moment 
or the difficulties in war torn countries I think if we did it 
would break our hearts and be too much to cope with. 

And yet, others must cope with it. It has recently been 
Christian Aid week, Christian Aid work with the most 
vulnerable and needy people across the world -showing 
God’s love in action and through dedicated service. I am 
unable to volunteer to help elsewhere as they do, 
however, I am able to contribute to their costs and so 
can make a gift.  

Here, at home, I try and make a difference, and many of 
you do the same. We meet people with a smile, willing 
to lend an ear and a virtual or spatial hug. There have 

been many stories of random acts of kindness through 

gifts of flowers, cakes, cards, words, surprise phonecalls, 
plants and even tadpoles (this being a personal one -as 
someone gifted some tadpoles to my new pond). 
Through this pandemic many people have reconnected 
with their community in various and exciting ways and 
so the neighbourhood has become a community once 
again, and with 2meter distancing we all stand in a 

queue and chat to each other…let’s not lose this when 
restrictions cease. In more ways than could have 
previously been thought of people are learning to love 
the Lord their God through loving their neighbour and 
serving one another -let’s make sure it continues! 

Across the White Horse Team we have been working to 
ensure that church members are connected and do not 

lose touch with each other, we are aware that not 
everyone who comes to each of the churches are on the 
electoral roll and so may not be included in the pastoral 
scheme -if we have lost touch, I’m so sorry but would 

you call me or other member of clergy and we can 
reconnect with one another 

My phone number: 01373 596104 

Grace and Peace, 

Caroline 

 

https://youtu.be/i2-rC5qYePc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Steps to Worship Celebration 
 

Thank you very much to Sharon, Ashley 

and Peter for the First Steps to Worship 

service last Sunday to celebrate the 

30th anniversary of First Steps. It was 

wonderful to see so many families with us 

for this service. I didn’t realise that Sharon 

had kept in touch with so many people over 

the years since she has been running it. It 

was moving to hear the tributes made to 

Sharon and the team for their welcome and 

care to those families coming to our church 

for worship. Long may it continue!  

On retreat 

Please note that next week (w/c 1st June) I 

shall be taking a “Retreat at Home”. Please 

contact Caroline or Melanie if you have a 

pastoral need or Beth Thomas on any other 

church related matter.  

Notes from the Rector Rainbow Play School 
Returns to the Parish Hall 

 

The Rainbow Play School will be returning to the 

Parish Hall for the second half of the summer 

term on a limited basis.  

 
 

The Parish Office remains closed. 

[but Lynne is still working from home and can 

be contacted on the office e mail] 

 
 

For health and hygiene reasons we have agreed 

to restrict access to the Parish Hall. We are 

aware that a number of people have keys for 

the Hall / Office. 

Please do not enter the Parish Hall 

from 1st June until further notice.  
If you need anything from the Office please 

contact Brian Osborne, Ruth Hann or Beth 

Thomas.  
 

 

 Buttercups and daisies 
It does not take a genius to see the connection between my hair and the grass verges. Both have not 

been trimmed for three months at least. But whereas my hair is a disaster, the verges are glorious. 

My daily walks have given plenty of opportunity to notice changes. 

Ever since lockdown the paths and green places have shown surprising gifts of plants. In March, white 

violets grew in big clumps in the twitten between The Tynings and the Leigh Road. As time went on 

there were billowy stands of cow parsley by the roadsides but the best has been saved for these last 

two weeks when buttercups and daisies strew roundabouts and verges in shimmering drifts. Perhaps it 

was the warm summer last year followed by a wet autumn and winter that produced such growth but 

it must also be to do with just leaving things alone! 

Do hurry to see this heart stopping sight which is to be found between the Dilton Marsh roundabout 

and Tower Hill on the way to Hisomely. If you go early in the morning when traffic is lighter you may 

also hear the cuckoo. A sound I haven’t heard in these parts for some years. As the green Michelin 

guides would say....Worth a detour. 
                                                                                                                                                                    Wendy Wood   

  

 
Life After Lockdown – your views wanted 
We are still waiting to hear more information from the Church of England and the government on the 

proposed lifting of restrictions from July 2020.  

The White Horse Leadership Team have been thinking about the losses and gains during ‘Lockdown’ and 

what our experiences will mean to us as we begin to plan for reopening our churches once more. Life is 

unlikely to be the same for some time and as we begin to plan for ‘life after Lockdown’, we are 

interested to hear from you about your experiences during the past few weeks and your thoughts on the 

future.    

Four questions…. 

1. What have we gained in lockdown that we want to keep? 

2. What have we gained in lockdown that we want to lose? 

3. What have we lost in lockdown that we want to return to? 

4. What have we lost in lockdown that we are happy to see the back off? 

 

Why not complete our questionnaire and complete it? Or just email your response to us.  

When you’ve completed it please  either email it to office@whtministry.org.uk or  

pop it  into the Parish Office post box or post it to Team Office, Parish Hall, Church Lane, Westbury, 

BA13 3BT 

Please complete and send to us by Friday 26 June 2020.          

Thank you! 

 

http://whtministry.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/questionnaire.pdf
http://whtministry.org.uk/office@whtministry.org.uk

